
The quality of Egyptian fruits and vegetables is well known and makes
Egypt a desirable trading partner. Indeed, it is the biggest exporter of
oranges globally. In 2020 so far and despite the Covid-19
pandemic,      Egypt has exported more than  2.2 million tons of
agricultural products. However, many Egyptians suffer from
malnutrition due to a poor quality of dietary intake and diversity. 

Ensuring food security and nations’ food sovereignty is tied closely to
climate change and depends on us rethinking our consumption
patterns. Between livestock, fisheries and cultivation, food production
accounts for almost a quarter of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions.
Simultaneously, climate change caused by human-made alterations of
our environment drastically affects food production through climate-
change-related effects such as desertification, soil salinisation, water
scarcity or extreme weather events. 

In addition to runaway climate effects, consumption patterns
contribute to both emissions and inequality of distribution. According
to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
2019 Summary for Policymakers, we waste between 25 to 30% of food
produced worldwide.

This wasted food accounts for around 10% of global greenhouse gas
emissions. These numbers stand in direct contrast with the World
Health Organisation’s estimation that  820 Million people go hungry.
Avoidable and unsustainable practises such as flawed supply chains and
storage systems, and questionable trade practises need to be addressed
to close the gap between the food available and people’s access to it. 

Malnutrition, both obesity and underweight, are on the rise globally.
With the current global economic recession due to Covid-19, questions
around food security and sustainable food production are more
pressing than ever. 

In Egypt these questions are all the more pressing as more than 50% of
the food consumed is imported, which means it is subject to volatile
economic changes as well as global events like the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The 69th CCT offers the opportunity for experts from Germany and
Egypt to come together virtually and discuss how we can move past the
dimension of hunger, achieve food security without compromising our
environment through amongst others assessing production methods,
consumption patterns and equitable distribution.
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